
2017 

SeniorS’   Chat 

Don’s Column 

Hello Friends, 

 

September has arrived so quickly. We had a very hot summer and many of us have 

enjoyed meeting several times. Twice, some members and visitors met at Dulles Town 

Center eatery.  People who attended said they had a good time. Pat Beech took photos 

and they are in this issue. 

 

I am excited to see you all on September 6th at our regular get together. Ruth Ann Schornstein of 

Walkersville, Maryland will be talking about “Dementia.” Frederick Memorial Hospital had a program 

where selected people received training on different health/medical topics. Come and learn about how to 

identify it and how to cope with it if it should happen to a family member. 

 

The Fine Tuners (aka, the Board of Happy Hands) met this summer and made several plans for the year. Do 

come and learn about what is being planned.  

 

See you all soon. 

 

Don Ames, Chair 

 

PS:   For September 6: Doors open at 10 AM. 

       Business Meeting: 11:30 

       Lunch: Noon 

       Presentation: 1:00 PM 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY…to the folks 

with birthdays in September 

 

Sharon Svenningsen [3rd] 

Elsie Zekas [17th] 

Ryland Thomas [24th] 



PAGE 2 

Happy Hands Luncheon 

Sept 6, 2017 at 10:00 AM 

Luncheon Menu: 

 

Sandwiches will be ordered from 

Wegmans. Each person will pay $8.00. 

For more information, contact Cheryl 

Rockburn at carockburn@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

After lunch, we will have a presentation by Ruth Ann Schornstein on “Stages of 

Dementia/Alzheimer’s.” For more information, please contact Don Ames at 

dames@cox.net. 

Photos taken 

at NVRC on August 2 
Photos were taken by Patricia Beech. 

http://www.beechasl.net/happyhands/08-02-2017/Photos.html 

Sitting: Shelley Simms, Robert McNab, 

and Nancy Rarus 

Standing: Phuong Duong, Pat Beech, 

and Ross Gilson 

Don Ames, Melanie Williams, Jill Moebus, 

Paul & Peggy Daniels, Janet Blakely, 

Selina Gilson, Lois Herberger, and Ed McGann 

mailto:dames@cox.net
http://www.beechasl.net/happyhands/08-02-2017/Photos.html


Photos taken 

at Dulles Town Center 

on July 12 and August 9 
Photos were taken by Patricia Beech and Nancy Rarus. 

http://www.beechasl.net/happyhands/07-12-2017/Photos.html 

http://www.beechasl.net/happyhands/08-09-2017/Photos.html 

Jackie Ball, Dawn Jenkins, Linda 

Whitworth, Sam Ball, Robert 

Whitworth, and Michelle Taylor 

Sitting: Kathy & Neil Ferris 

Standing: Tom Dowling and 

Nancy Rarus 

Kea & Al Manfredonio, 

and Melanie Williams 

Pat Beech, 

and Peter & Claudia Brawley 

Rocky Rockburn, Sang Mclauchlin, 

and Karen Schleifer 

Peter Brawley and 

Norma Thompson 

Ann Marie Swiatkowski 

and Cheryl Rockburn 

Keri Hassinger, Charlotte Brochu, 

and Jill Moebus 

Ricky Newman and 

Rocky Rockburn 
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Photos taken 

at Dulles Town Center 

on July 12 and August 9 
(continued from page 3) 

Sitting: Jill Moebus 

Standing: Peggy Koon, Nancy Rarus, Eve Christian, JoAnn Pelarski, 

Cheryl & Rocky Rockburn, and Dawn Jenkins 

Sitting: Jill Barrios, Madeline 

Duran, and Michelle Taylor 

Standing: Pat Beech 

Rocky Rockburn, Jerry Pelarski, Keri Hassinger, 

Robert Whitworth, and Al Manfredonio 

Beverly Young and 

Jill Moebus 

Peggy Koon and 

Sang Mclauchlin 

Thanks to: 
 

 Nancy Rarus and Pat Beech for planning the gatherings in the Food Court at 

Dulles Town Center in July and August 

 Nancy Rarus for bringing games to the Happy Hands lunch on August 2 

 Pat Beech and Nancy Rarus for taking pictures at the events in July and 

August 

 Pat Beech for helping Peggy and Paul Daniels with their second issue for September 2017 
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Interview 
with Nancy Rarus 

Where were you born and where did you grow up? 

 I was born in Plainfield, New Jersey. My parents were Deaf. Paternal grandparents were Deaf and an aunt 

on my mother’s side was Deaf. I have a Deaf brother, named Alan. 

 At the age of 2, I entered PS 47 in New York City. Then I went to a day school called Bruce Street 

School, in Newark, New Jersey, before transferring to New Jersey School for the Deaf (NJSD) in West 

Trenton, New Jersey.  

 Growing up, there were a total of 12 of us: 7 Deaf and 5 hearing. The hearing relatives never felt that they 

needed to learn sign language, but we all managed. Now, with just Dad, Mom, my brother Alan Bloom 

and me, there was never a moment when we couldn’t communicate (never mind the generation gap as I 

grew). Dad was a wonderful teacher, though he was a chemist, story teller; and Mom was just the perfect 

example of being Dad’s help-meet (or mate?). 

 After I received my diploma from NJSD, I went to Gallaudet University, graduating with a B.A. in 

English in 1962.  

 

What did you do after graduating from Gallaudet? 

 I was employed by American School for the Deaf: first as a dorm counselor and College Prep teacher for 

two years and that led to a full-time job at the Junior/Senior High School as an English classroom teacher 

for 13 years. 

 After getting accepted at California State University at Northridge (CSUN), I drove my two children, Tim 

and Kim, cross country during that gas rationing. While I was taking my graduate courses at CSUN, my 

kids attended the California School for the Deaf at Riverside. That same year, 1974, I received my 

Masters in Educational Supervision and Administration from California State University at Northridge 

(CSUN). 

 Eventually that lead to a job at the Arizona School for the Deaf and Blind in Tucson as Principal of the 

Middle School. During holidays and summer breaks, I tried to emulate my Mom and Dad by traveling 

with my kids. I was my children’s principal at the Arizona School for the Deaf and that did present some 

complications! I’m glad to say they turned out as well as they did! 

 Upon moving to Virginia in 1988, I taught at Gallaudet for one year in the Education field before 

transferring to Kendall School for 7 years as Principal. When Gallaudet went through reorganization, I 

ended up at National Association of the Deaf (NAD) as Assistant Executive Director for 7 years. 

Honestly, that was the most fun job I had.  I loved working with the State Associations all over the 

country. 

 

What were the highlights as a teacher during all those years? 

 The greatest highlight has been when former students come to thank me. 

 

Where are your children now and how many grandchildren do you have? 

 All my family is in Austin, Texas. I have 6 grandchildren.  I have posted a picture of all of us. 

—  continued on page 7 — 
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Interview with Nancy Rarus 
(continued) 

What was your experience like being Principal in Arizona and Kendall? 

 It was a wholly different experience! It’s so hard to explain that I won’t even attempt to explain! 

 

What Deaf associations were you involved with, such as teacher-affiliated groups and NAD-affiliated 

groups? 

 I was not involved with teacher affiliate groups, because back then there weren’t any. I was more involved 

starting off with NAD when it established the now defunct Branch Office in Indianapolis. Also, I got 

involved with Junior NAD by volunteering at least two summers at the YLC, then later as Camp Director 

for about four summers (2 in South Dakota and 2 in Oregon). I helped establish two organizations and 

they’re still up and running and going strong in Connecticut: SLIP (Sign Language Instructors’ Pool; 

http://www.slipofct.org), and Connecticut Council of Organizations Serving the Deaf (http://ccosd.org). I 

served on the NAD Board for a long time, as Secretary and as Board Member.  I also served on the 

Tucson Block Grant committee and it was a vast learning experience.  At that time, the idea of “Reverse 

Mortgage” was introduced.  I don’t mean to brag, but my resume is about eight pages long. 

Toby Daniels, Kim Rarus, Keaton Hamilton, Amelia Hamilton, Nancy Rarus, Blake Rarus, Austin Rarus, 

Chase Rarus, Zoe Rarus, Tim Rarus, and Brandi Rarus 

—  continued on page 8 — 
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Interview with Nancy Rarus 
(continued) 

Can you tell us where you have travelled or, if too many places, tell us one or two of your favorite 

place(s) you have been to and what was so special about it? 

 Gee, America is B E A U T I F U L!!  At this very moment, I thought of the White Mountains in Northern 

Arizona where a friend and I visited someone in his log cabin.  That weekend started my love and wishes 

to live in a log cabin, which has not yet materialized.  There is the Fall in Connecticut, Vermont, and New 

Hampshire – just can’t describe it.  The California Pacific Highway – and then going north – the Tetons in 

Wyoming.  Oh, I could go on and on!  Take my word for it, America is beautiful. 

 

Can you share with us your love for pugs?  You mentioned about being a foster mother for rescue pugs.  

How did you get involved and can you share one episode that comes in your mind about your 

involvement with pugs? 

 The very first time I saw a pug was when my Tim was a toddler and was visiting close friends in another 

state. It was black. Over the years, a beagle, a German shepherd/lab, husky, Alaskan malamute (and 

various cats) were part of the household. Then for five years, I had no pets. When I knew I was going to 

retire shortly, I decided it was time to get a pet. 

 On my very first visit to an adoption event at Petco at Greenbriar, there was a pug waiting to be adopted.  

Kenny Hynes was with me – urging me to go ahead. I did. I felt so bad leaving Adam at home to go to 

work. I scoured the website for another pug. I knew I wanted an Eve. My Tim brought her at 15 weeks old 

from South Dakota. However, instead of feeling bad for just Adam, I felt bad 

for Eve, too. Two sad faces sending me off to work was hard to take. Both 

Adam and Eve were wonderful travelers. 

 When I retired, I decided to check in with a rescue organization … and for 

three years, every so often I would pick up a third to foster. Ultimately, I 

fostered about 15 pugs. The 15th one turned out to be Pugsley – who had 

received Adam’s approval. When Adam and later Eve crossed the Rainbow 

Bridge, Pugsley was so very lonesome. The six months of seeing him mope 

around was awful. Finally, I found a very affordable one. A very black one! 

Thus the name, Blackberry.  

 Why that breed? They’re so friendly – lovable and so easy to be with. If you 

like lapdogs, get a Pug! 

 

What do you feel you accomplished during your first and second terms as DSA President? 

 Reaching out to more people and reporting what the Board has done. This has made us more transparent. 

 

What would you like to see in your third term as DSA President? 

 I would love to find a way to educate administrators of assistive facilities and nursing homes about 

meeting needs of Deaf Seniors; to get more members to serve on committees if only to make an impact on 

their local Senior groups and on their hearing community. For example, there are State Departments of 

Aging. Right now, we are not making use of that resource very well. 
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If Fairfax County Government is closed due to weather conditions, NVRC will be closed, too. 

 

 For more information about Maryland Deaf Senior Citizens, Inc. (MDSC), contact Leslie Zinza at 

detpep1948@gmail.com, or see: http://www.mddeafseniors.org/. 

 For more information about Frederick Deaf Seniors, contact Jackie Kanekuni at 

Jackiekanekuni@gmail.com. 

 For more information about Fredericksburg Deaf Seniors, contact Brittany Howard at 

bhoward@cildrc.org. The location is Salem Baptist Church at 4044 Plank Road, Fredericksburg, VA 

22407 (http://www.salembc.com/#/welcome/directions). 

 For more information about the Cascades Coffee Chat group, contact Bev Young at bevpager@aol.com. 

This group meets @ 10:00AM at Starbucks Marketplace, 210-21 Southbank Street, Sterling, VA 20165.  

Events for September 2017 

Happy Hands 

Luncheon 

Fredericksburg 

Deaf Seniors 

Happy Hands 

Fine Tuners 

Happy Hands 

Tour (page 5) 

mailto:detpep1948@gmail.com
http://www.mddeafseniors.org/
mailto:Jackiekanekuni@gmail.com
mailto:bhoward@cildrc.org
http://www.salembc.com/#/welcome/directions
mailto:bevpager@aol.com


Sunshine 

News 

Ashby Ponds in Ashburn, VA held its 3rd 

Annual Diversity & Inclusion Fair on July 24, 

2017. This fair had booths displaying cultures, 

religions, and other things that provided 

diversity. 

 

The Sign Language Club had a very good 

attendance at its booth, which featured different 

Sign Language books, an ASL Barbie doll, 

 Alphabet handout cards and Hershey kisses. 

Those who successfully counted from 1 to 10 in 

ASL received a candy kiss.  A good deal of 

laughter ensued. 

 

Ashby Ponds has a new resident — Susan Rountree. 

Pictures on right are Jill Moebus, Eve Christian (also a 

resident at Ashby Ponds), and Susan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family and friends helped Linda and Robert celebrate 

their 50th wedding anniversary at Uncle Julio’s in One 

Loudoun on July 29, 2017. This celebration was hosted 

by their children: Rosy, Reina, Ryan, and Robia. 

 

 

 

 

 

Amelia Hamilton visited with Gramma Nancy Rarus during 

weekend of August 19-22, 2017. She was on her way to RIT for 

another year there. 
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Tamara Webb, Bettye Anne Louick, 

Eve Christian, and Paula Murphy 


