
2017 

SeniorS’   Chat 

Bill’s Column 

The DSA 2017 Conference in Houston is coming up and it so happens to overlap our 

HH luncheon for April 5. A lot of HH members will be going to the DSA 

Conference. We can still meet however small our group may be. We can just 

socialize, chat, and have fun. If some of us want, we can play a card game or board 

game.   

 

On May 3, the HH event is very important as the members will vote for new/existing 

HH officers for 2017-2018. Let us look forward to the upcoming election! 

 

Also, the annual picnic is coming up on June 7 (see below). We will have more information on our HH 

picnic in the May issue.   

Picnic on June 

7, 2017 
10:00AM-4:00PM 

(Rain or Shine) 

 

Burke Lake Park 

Shelter A 

7315 Ox Road 

Fairfax Station, VA 22039 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/burkelakepark/ 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/burkelakepark/do

wnloads/burketrailmap.pdf 

 

Look for flyer in the May issue. 

 

For more information, contact 

Bill Center at wcenter@aol.com 

Election of Officers 

(Fine Tuners) for 2017-2018 

on May 3, 2017 
 

During the May 3rd luncheon, Happy Hands 

will have an election of officers (Fine Tuners) 

for 2017-2018. The Nominations Committee 

chair is Nancy Rarus. If you are interested in 

any of the positions below, please let Nancy 

know at nbrarus1@verizon.net. For more 

information about the positions, please refer to 

the March issue (page 4). 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/burkelakepark/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/burkelakepark/downloads/burketrailmap.pdf
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/burkelakepark/downloads/burketrailmap.pdf
mailto:nbrarus1@verizon.net
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Happy Hands Luncheon 
April 5, 2017 at 10:00 AM 

The Happy Hands group will meet on April 5. Because several HH members will be attending the DSA 

conference in Houston, TX during April 2-9, we will have a Brown Bag luncheon. 

 

After lunch, we will have a presentation on socialization and games. For more information, contact Bill 

Center at wcenter@aol.com. 

 

FYI: If Fairfax County Government is closed due to weather (i.e., snow), NVRC will be closed, too. 

Thanks to: 
 

 All who helped with the set-up and clean-up at the March Luncheon 

 Those who brought goodies to the March Luncheon 

 Bill Center for presenting “Deaf World Trivia” at the March Luncheon 

 Pat Beech for taking pictures during the March Luncheon 

 Janet Blakely for planning the tour at Bureau of Engraving and Printing on March 8 

 Bill Center for getting a 15-passenger van for the tour at Bureau of Engraving & Printing on March 8 

 Bill Center and Ross Gilson for taking HH group to Bureau of Engraving and Printing for a tour on 

March 8 

 Janet Blakely, Paul Daniels, and Tom Dowling for providing pictures taken at Bureau of Engraving 

and Printing on March 8 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

...to the folks with birthdays in April 

 

Robert McNab [4th]  Paul Daniels [20th] 

Betty Yates [27th]   Carolyn Willis [30th] 

mailto:wcenter@aol.com


Photos from Happy Hands Luncheon 
On March 1, 2017 

To see more pictures, here is URL: http://www.beechasl.net/happyhands/03-01-2017/Photos.html. 

Happy Hands had St. Patrick’s Luncheon. Paul Daniels signed “Happy Birthday” to Bill Center, Phuong 

Duong, and Linda Whitworth. After lunch, the 50/50 Raffle winners were Jill Moebus (1st Prize for $10.00) 

and Peggy & Paul Daniels (2nd Prize for $9.00). Bill Center presented “Deaf World Trivia.” 

Birthday Folks 
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Jill Moebus, Linda Whitworth, Bill Center, Phuong Duong, 

 Nancy Rarus, Paul & Peggy Daniels, Janet Blakely, 

Ann Marie Swiatkowski, and Cheryl & Rocky Rockburn 

50/50 Raffle Winners 
Sitting: Joe Cohen and Elaine Shaffer 

Standing: Nancye Torbett, Tim Lavelle, Pat Beech, 

Erika Schaaf, and Robert Whitworth 

Jan Nishimura and Elaine Shaffer 

Nancy Rarus, 

Chair of Nominations 

http://www.beechasl.net/happyhands/03-01-2017/Photos.html


Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing Tour on March 8 

Phuong Duong, Chris Wixtrom, Gary Viall, Peggy Daniels, 

Tom Dowling, Paul Daniels, Jill Moebus, and Janet & Marty Blakely 

Bill Center and Ross 

Gilson dropped off the 

HH group at Bureau of 

Engraving and Printing 

for a tour on March 8. 

They couldn’t join the 

group, because they 

couldn’t find parking for the van. The group showed their appreciation 

by giving Bill and Ross mugs. For more information about Bureau of 

Engraving and Printing, see: https://www.moneyfactory.gov or 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bureau_of_Engraving_and_Printing. 
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Our Trip to Belize 
by Peggy & Paul Daniels 

Paul was looking for a vacation package. He had several countries in mind and ended up with Belize. He found 

a wonderful discount package under GROUPON, which offers many getaway deals at between 20-60 percent 

off. Overall on this Belize trip, we stayed at three (3) resorts, one (1) residence, and two (2) motels. 

 

Belize is a nation on the eastern coast of Central America: with Caribbean Sea shorelines to the east and the 

dense jungle to the west. Off shore, Belize has the massive Belize Barrier Reef (the second largest in the 

world, second only to Australia). The Reef is dotted with hundreds of low lying islands called cayes which 

host rich marine life. Their jungle areas are home to Mayan ruins, such as Lamanai, Altun Ha, and Caracol. 

 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF BELIZE: 

 

Before the Europeans reached Belize in the 1500’s or 1600’s, the area was occupied by the Maya people. 

During their heyday, it is estimated that 2.0 million Maya lived there. Powerful city states were built at 

strategic points with farms built on the outskirts. 

 

Archeologists conclude that the Maya civilization was divided into three (3) periods: PreClassic from 

approximately 1000 BC to 300 AD; Classic from about 300 AD to 900 AD; and PostClassic from 1000 AD to 

1500 AD. 

 

Christopher Columbus on his fourth and final voyage in 1493 to the Western Hemisphere sailed the Caribbean 

near the coast of Central America and named the Bay of Honduras which lies at the southern end of the Belize 

Barrier Reef. 

 

The first European permanent settlers were mostly religious fugitives.  Soon they were joined by privateers, 

buccaneers, and shipwreck sailors who used Belize as a base to launch attacks on Spanish treasure ships. 

 

After the British and Spanish settled their differences due to, what the authors of this article believe, the defeat 

of the Spanish Armanda by Britain in the late 1500’s, the British colonists in Belize turned their focus to 

logging. And how did they do this? They brought slaves from Africa starting in 1724. 

 

In 1773, the slaves staged the largest revolt along the Belize River. In 1807, the British slave trade was 

abolished. In 1834, the British issued a proclamation on the abolition of slavery among the British colonies. In 

1838, the British announced the emancipation of slaves in Belize and throughout the British Empire.   

 

In the 1840’s, Britain claimed the territory of Belize, naming it British Honduras. After that the British began 

intermarrying with the former slaves leading to the creation of Creole people who now constitute the majority 

of people living in Belize today. Freed slaves, known today as the Garifuna, from other British possessions in 

the Caribbean emigrated to Belize. 
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Our Trip to Belize 
by Peggy & Paul Daniels 

 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5) 

Belize began to face emigration from several other areas as well: Mexico in the northern part of Belize; Mayan 

in the mountain areas, small groups of Confederate soldiers from the American Civil War who settled in Punta 

Gorda; and Mennonites from Europe (who began establishing farms). 

 

By the early 1950’s, Belize had nearly 40,000 inhabitants. In 1961, Britain began de-colonizing Belize. In 

1973, British Honduras became Belize. On September 21, 1981, Belize became a fully independent and 

sovereign country. In 1970, Belize moved its capital from Belize City to Belmopan. 

 

OUR DAILY DOINGS: 

 

Upon arrival at Belize City Airport on October 31, we were met by the driver from Maruba Jungle Spa Resort. 

When we arrived at the resort, we were taken to our unit.  Immediately, we settled in for a nap after six (6) 

hours of flying.   

 

On November 1st, we went to Actun Tunichil Muknal Cave for cave tubing. The ride there took 1.5 hours. 

After arriving at the cave, we were fitted with helmets with lights. Then we took a hike with our big tubes to 

the spot where we got into the water. We floated on the water for about an hour inside a cave. It was so 

relaxing, almost like floating on the lazy river in those water parks. After our tubing, we had lunch provided by 

the resort. 

 

On November 2nd, we had a terrific spa experience. First, we had the mud bath, after which we were wrapped 

in towels and we lay there for about an hour. After we 

were unwrapped, we got into tubs outside for rinsing 

off the mud. To top it off, we had an hour of body 

massage. We felt really wonderful, emotionally and 

physically. 

 

On November 3rd, we went to Altun Ha, our first tour 

of the Mayan ruins.  Paul decided that he wanted to 

bike there. Peggy rode in the van with our guide. We 

passed Paul on the way and the guide asked if he was 

doing alright. Paul said yes. Soon after, Paul got hurt 

after falling over a huge pothole. The guide fixed Paul 

up the best he could and suggested that he go to 

hospital for treatment after touring the Mayan ruins. 

This didn’t stop him from walking to top of one of 

largest Mayan pyramids where he saw a great view. 

After the tour, we had a delicious fish fry for lunch 

just outside of the entrance into the Mayan ruins. 

(Continued in the May 2017 issue) 



Sunshine 

News 

In February, Donald Core was in Alexandria Hospital for 9 days. He was transferred to Manor 

Nursing Home for three weeks. He had heart and lung problems. He was discharged on March 

17.  He was happy to be back home after 5 1/2 weeks. 

 

Dr. Isaac O. Agboola passed away on February 22, 2017. He was the first person 

from Andrew Foster’s schools in Africa to earn a Ph.D. degree. He was the first 

Black Deaf person to become a professor, chairperson of an academic department, and dean at 

Gallaudt University. He is survived by Jumoke Agboola of 34 years, and four daughters: Julie, 

Elizabeth, Michelle, and Linda.  His obit can be found at: 

http://www.beallfuneral.com/memsol.cgi?user_id=1927594. 

 

William “Bill” Albert Moses of Crofton, Maryland died on February 10, 2017. He retired 

after 47 years of teaching and administrating at the university level. At Gallaudet, he 

served as a professor of theatre and costume design, Chair of the Theatre Arts Department, 

Chair of the Art Department, and Dean of the School of Communication. He is survived by 

his wife of 47 years, Gail Anne Clougherty Moses. His obit can be found at: 

http://www.beallfuneral.com/memsol.cgi?user_id=1921629. 

 

Donald O. Peterson of Selbyville, Delaware passed away on February 23 at age 87. He 

graduated from University of Buffalo in 1951, and got his master’s degree from 

Gallaudet University in 1953. He taught at Gallaudet for 44 years from 1952 to 1996. In 

2014, he was named Professor Emeritus. His wife of 52 years, Ruth (Rinker) Peterson, 

predeceased in 2016. A Memorial Service will be held on May 13 @ 11:00AM at Christ 

Church of the Deaf (Calvary Lutheran Church), 9545 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, 

MD 20910. A light lunch will be served afterwards. For more information, contact Bob 

Peterson at bobp@contracorner.com  or Judi Spittle at judis58@gmail.com. 

 

Carolyn Willis’ beloved dog, Blackie, died 

on February 2, 2017. 

Carolyn’s brother, Clyde C. Smith (age 77), 

died on March 11, 2017. He graduated from 

Tennessee School for the Deaf. Clyde went 

to Gallaudet in 1957, but didn’t finish. He 

returned in 1974 and graduated in 1977 with 

a degree in American Studies. He got his 

Masters in Educational Administration from 

University of Illinois in Springfield. He taught at Illinois School for the Deaf for about 28 years. He was a 

private certified pilot and co-founder of Deaf Pilots Association. He bought a two-seat Cessna plane, which he 

flew for many years. During that time, it was not permitted for a deaf person to race horses. Clyde fought and 

finally got license for horse harness racing. He raced for several years. He moved to Knoxville, TN from 

Jacksonville, IL to be near his family three years ago. He has four children and three stepsons; 15 grandchildren; 

and 4 great-grandchildren. 
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Carolyn with her siblings 

Clyde Smith, Carolyn, and Wanda Bowman 

http://www.beallfuneral.com/memsol.cgi?user_id=1927594
http://www.beallfuneral.com/memsol.cgi?user_id=1921629
mailto:bobp@contracorner.com
mailto:judis58@gmail.com


Happy Hands 

Luncheon 

Events for April 2017 

If Fairfax County Government is closed due to weather (i.e., snow), NVRC will be closed, too. 

 

 For more information about Maryland Deaf Senior Citizens, Inc., contact Leslie Zinza at 

detpep1948@gmail.com, or see: http://www.mddeafseniors.org/. 

 For more information about Frederick Deaf Seniors, contact Jackie Kanekuni at 

Jackiekanekuni@gmail.com. 

 Fredericksburg Deaf Seniors meet on April 11 at noon. The location is Salem Baptist Church at 4044 

Plank Road, Fredericksburg VA 22407 (http://www.salembc.com/#/welcome/directions). For more 

information, contact Brittany Howard at bhoward@cildrc.org. 

 For more information about the Cascades Coffee Chat group, contact Bev Young at bevpager@aol.com. 

This group meets @ 10:00AM at Starbucks Marketplace, 210-21 Southbank Street, Sterling VA 20165.  

Happy Hands 

Fine Tuners 

Fredericksburg, 

Deaf Seniors 
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