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                    June 25, 2015       
   

The Kennedy Center and Smithsonian Institution 
 

host 

 
Collaborative celebration honoring the  

25th Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the  

40th Anniversary of VSA 

Commemorating the history, art, and culture of the disability community 

More than a dozen free events, exhibitions, and performances from July 16-26, 2015 

(WASHINGTON)―In honor of the 25th Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) and the 40th Anniversary of VSA, the Jean Kennedy Smith Arts and Disability 

program, the Kennedy Center and Smithsonian Institution will host a collaborative celebration 

of the history, art, and culture of the disability community with the 25th ADA/40th VSA 

Anniversary Celebration. From July 16 to 26, 2015, a range of world-class performances, 

events, and exhibitions that are free and open to the public will be presented at both the 

Kennedy Center and Smithsonian Institution. Events across the country are also taking place to 

honor the 25th
 
birthday of the ADA.  

Highlights of the 25/40 Celebration include an opening performance on the Kennedy 

Center’s Millennium Stage on July 16 at 5:45 p.m. with stand-up by comedians Josh Blue and 

Shannon DeVido. Headliner Josh Blue, who lives with cerebral palsy, won the fourth season of 

NBC’s reality series Last Comic Standing, and centers much of his act on his disability. 

Comedian, actress, singer, and as an individual who uses a wheelchair, Shannon DeVido 

launched the popular web series Stare at Shannon, breaking the conventional image of 



disability through comedy. On July 20 at 7:30 p.m. a screening of awarded submissions by 

students 12-22 for the first annual TiLT Challenge will be held in the Kennedy Center Atrium 

which invited students to examine new, honest angles on a disability experience—in their own 

life, the lives of others, or by creating fictional characters—through the arts of digital media 

and storytelling. A dance party will follow the screenings featuring Detroit-based hip-hop Deaf 

artists Sean Forbes and DJ Robbie Wilde.   

In addition on July 25, the Kennedy Center will celebrate National Dance Day: Dance 

for Everybody with a two and a half hour-long Millennium Stage program, from 4:30 p.m.–

7:00 p.m., featuring a variety of artists, including the well-known physically integrated AXIS 

Dance Company, Deaf dancer and teacher Antoine Hunter and Urban Jazz Dance Company, 

internationally known tap dancer and known for starring in the Broadway musical Bring In Da 

Noise, Bring In Da Funk, Baakari Wilder and interactive dance lessons planned for audience 

participation. To close out the Celebration, there will be a culminating performance on the 

Kennedy Center Millennium Stage on July 26 at 6:00 p.m.  Also on the evening of July 26 in 

the Kennedy Center Concert Hall at 8:00 p.m., the inaugural Jean Kennedy Smith Series: 

Disability + Culture event will feature stories and performances by artists with disabilities, 

celebrating the ADA on the exact day it was signed into law, 25 years ago.  

   The impact of the ADA, passed on July 26, 1990 by President George H.W. Bush, 

irreversibly changed the lives of millions of people across the United States. VSA, founded 40 

years ago by Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith, has provided four decades of commitment with 

providing quality arts and education programming to people with disabilities around the globe.  

A full listing of events is below and can be found on the 25/40 Celebration web site. 

 

Exhibitions at the Kennedy Center and Smithsonian Institution   

All activities and events will be fully accessible  

 

Focus Forward 

July 16–August 2, 2015 

Kennedy Center Hall of Nations  

Free, no tickets required 

Focus Forward exhibition features the work of 15 outstanding artists with disabilities 

representing the past 13 years of the VSA Emerging Young Artists Program. The exhibition 

visits the current work of these awarded artists revealing the program’s impact, artistic 

ambitions, and their subsequent success.   

 

http://www.2540celebration.com/


 

VSA 40th Anniversary: Championing the Arts 

July 16–August 2, 2015 

Kennedy Center Hall of States  

Free, no tickets required 

Founded 40 years ago by Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith, VSA set out to ensure that people 

of all ages living with disabilities could learn through, participate in, and enjoy the arts.  In this 

exhibit, eight artists, writers, musicians, and actors with disabilities share their perspectives on 

the impact that the arts have had on their lives.  

 

ADA 25th Anniversary: Championing Disability Rights 

July 16–August 2, 2015 

Kennedy Center Family Theater Lower Lobby  

Free, no tickets required 

As one of the chief sponsors of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), Senator Edward 

M. Kennedy ensured that millions of Americans living with disabilities would be protected 

against discrimination. This exhibit examines the Senator’s contributions to the passage of this 

legislation, and includes a portrait from the VSA Permanent Art Collection of Senator 

Kennedy by well-known artist Andy Warhol. 

 

VSA Permanent Art Collection 

July 16–26, 2015 

Kennedy Center Terrace Gallery  

Free, no tickets required 

Note: This exhibit will close at 9 p.m. each night. 

Over its 40-year history, VSA has amassed a collection of truly unique visual art. This body of 

collected work tells a story that follows the vision of VSA Founder, Ambassador Jean Kennedy 

Smith, the disability movement, and the ways in which VSA’s mission has impacted the lives 

of the participating artists. Selected pieces will be on display, including works by Dale 

Chihuly, William Wegman, Robert Rauschenberg, Andy Warhol, and Hiro Yamagata. 

 

Disability Pride on Both Sides of the Camera 

July 16–August 2, 2015 

Kennedy Center Nations Gallery  

Free, no tickets required 

Long before the passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act, advocates took to the streets 

and to the steps of the Supreme Court, as experienced and documented by noted photographer 

Tom Olin. In a second exhibit, work by photographers Christopher Voelker, Loren 

Worthington, Larry Roffee, and Mary Lou Mobley, all of whom have disabilities and whose 

photography portraits of others with disabilities empower and bring disability pride to our 

attention. 

 

The Americans with Disabilities Act, 1990-2015 Exhibition 

July 20-December 17, 2015  

National Museum of American History, Second Floor, Mall entrance 

Free, no tickets required 



The museum will feature objects from the national collections that capture the significance and 

legacy of the ADA through the stories of four people.  

 

ADA25 Legacy Bus 

July 26, 2015 

National Museum of American History, Madison Drive/Mall Terrace  

12:00–4:00 p.m. – Free, no tickets required 

The legendary ADA25 Legacy Bus has been traveling the country, greeted by enthusiastic fans 

and raising awareness about the Americans with Disabilities Act. Traveling along with the bus 

is a mobile museum dedicated to the history of disability rights. Both the bus and the museum 

will spend the afternoon at the museum creating historic photo-ops and teaching moments for 

all. 

 

 

Performances and Events at the Kennedy Center and  

Smithsonian Institution  

Celebration Opening Performance 

July 16, 2015 

Kennedy Center Millennium Stage – South   

5:45 p.m. – Free, no tickets required 

Comedians Josh Blue and Shannon DeVido will open the Celebration with a stand-up 

comedy performance. Headliner Josh Blue won the fourth season of NBC’s reality series Last 

Comic Standing. As a comedian living with cerebral palsy, Blue centers much of his act on his 

disability. Comedian, actress, singer, and as an individual who uses a wheelchair, Shannon 

DeVido launched the popular web series Stare at Shannon, breaking the conventional image of 

disability through comedy. This performance is being offered in collaboration with the U. S. 

Department of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs and will be made available in 

Embassies and Consulates around the world via live-streaming. 
 

25/40 Celebration Concert on the Millennium Stage   

July 17, 2015 

Millennium Stage – South  

6:00 p.m. – Free, no tickets required 

This Millennium Stage performance is part of the 25/40 Celebration, commemorating the 25th 

anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the 40th anniversary of 

VSA. Further details to be announced soon.  

 

25/40 Celebration Concert on the Millennium Stage   

July 18, 2015 

Millennium Stage – South  

6:00 p.m. – Free, no tickets required 

This Millennium Stage performance is part of the 25/40 Celebration, commemorating the 25th 

anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the 40th anniversary of 

VSA. Further details to be announced soon.  

 



25/40 Celebration Concert on the Millennium Stage 

July 19, 2015 

Millennium Stage – South  

6:00 p.m. – Free, no tickets required 

This Millennium Stage performance is part of the 25/40 Celebration, commemorating the 25th 

anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the 40th anniversary of 

VSA. Further details to be announced soon.  

 

TiLT Challenge Screening and Dance Party 

July 20, 2015 

Kennedy Center Atrium           

7:30 p.m. – Free 

The first annual international TiLT Challenge invited students, ages 12-22, to explore the 

disability experience by telling their own stories, imagining stories from unique perspectives, 

and magnifying disability stories of justice or injustice using digital media as a medium to 

express their creativity, skill, and talent. Winning five-minute shorts come from Mongolia, 

Vietnam, Ukraine, and more. The screening will be followed by a dance party featuring 

Detroit-based hip-hop Deaf artists Sean Forbes, and DJ Robbie Wilde. Limited capacity. Free 

general admission wristbands will be distributed in the States Gallery on a first come, first-

served basis at approximately 7:00 p.m., up to two wristbands per person.  

 

American Sign Language Storytelling Night  

July 21, 2015 

Millennium Stage – South  

6:00 p.m. – Free, no tickets required 

An evening for the whole family, three Deaf story-tellers will enthrall children and adults alike 

with stories told in American Sign Language with voice interpretation.   

 

Let’s Read! Let’s Move! 

July 22, 2015 

Kennedy Center Grand Foyer 

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (Patrons are advised to arrive at 10:30 a.m.) 

Free, no tickets required 

U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan will visit the Kennedy Center for Let’s Read! Let’s 

Move! as part of a broad initiative to engage youth in summer learning and physical activity. 

Select guests will read the touching book, Giraffes Can’t Dance to 150 to 300 children (ages 3-

7). Kennedy Center Education Department Teaching Artists and local dance teaching artists 

will then lead the children in movement activities focused on exploring healthy movement 

through dance.  

 

Musical Robots and Cyborgs from Room 100: Georgia Tech’s Robotic Musicians and 

Musical Cyborgs  

July 22, 2015 

Kennedy Center Millennium Stage – South  

6:00 p.m. – Free, no tickets required 

Shimon, the robotic marimba player, can listen to, understand, collaborate with, surprise, and 

inspire his human counterparts. Along with a few other robotic musicians and a drummer who 



wears an assistive robotic drumming prosthesis, Shimon utilizes artificial intelligence and 

creativity algorithms that push musical experiences and outcomes to uncharted domains. 

 

Cabinet of Curiosities: How Disability Was Kept in a Box 

July 22, 2015 

National Museum of American History, Walter H. Coulter Performance Plaza,  

1st floor West Wing  

8:00 p.m. – Free, no tickets required 

Actor and performance artist Mat Fraser performs his one-person, original piece “Cabinet of 

Curiosities: How Disability was kept in a Box.” Fraser’s creative take on attitudes about 

disability is equal parts cabaret, incisive lecture, and humorous commentary on museum 

displays of human difference. First come, first served, includes mature content. 

 

Michael Cleveland and Flamekeeper 

July 23, 2015 

Kennedy Center Millennium Stage – South  

6:00 p.m. – Free, no tickets required 

Michael Cleveland is one of the premier bluegrass fiddlers of his generation, and with nine 

International Bluegrass Music Association (IBMA) Fiddle Player of the Year awards under his 

belt, he’s one of the most celebrated fiddlers in the history of the music. Together with his band 

Flamekeeper (four-time IBMA Instrumental Group winners) Cleveland, who is blind, delivers 

some of the most powerful, exciting, and authentic bluegrass you can find. Clearly, this fiery 

fiddler’s story is just beginning and Michael Cleveland and Flamekeeper’s future preserving 

the bluegrass tradition has never been brighter.  

 

Smithsonian’s Festival ADA: 25 Years of Disability Civil Rights 

July 24–26, 2015 
Terraces outside the National Museum of American History  

10:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m. – Free, no tickets required 

This celebration under tents and on the terraces includes story-telling, hands-on 

demonstrations, history conversations, a unique ADA celebration cancellation stamp and 

cachets (envelopes), family fare, and more. 

 

Conversation on Latinos and the ADA 

July 24, 2015  

National Museum of American History, Warner Bros. Theater, 1st floor Center  

12:00–4:00 p.m. – Free, no tickets required 

This gathering of professors, activists, and professionals from around the country takes on the 

historical and cultural issues related to how disability has been understood among Latinos/as in 

the United States. First come, first served. 

 

Blessing Offor 

July 24, 2015 

Kennedy Center Millennium Stage – South  

6:00 p.m. – Free, no tickets required 

Blessing Offor is a singer-songwriter, multi-instrumentalist, and a 2010 VSA International 

Young Soloist Award Recipient. He can be recognized from his recent stint as a contestant on 



the NBC show The Voice, and musical appearances with legendary music acts, such as Tower 

of Power and the Temptations. Offor’s first full-length record, recorded by Sojourn Records, 

was released in February 2015. He currently splits his time between New York City and 

Nashville where he writes and records his music. When not performing, he can be found 

touring the country as a professional speaker. 

 

National Dance Day: Dance for Everybody 

July 25, 2015 

Kennedy Center Hall of States, Hall of Nations, Millennium Stage – North   

4:30 to 7:00 p.m. – Free, no tickets required 

The Kennedy Center and Dizzy Feet Foundation present National Dance Day: Dance for 

Everybody. This free, two and a half-hour celebration will feature a wide variety of dancers, 

including the well-known physically integrated AXIS Dance Company, Deaf dancer and 

teacher Antoine Hunter and Urban Jazz Dance Company, internationally known tap dancer 

and known for starring in the Broadway musical Bring In Da Noise, Bring In Da Funk, 

Baakari Wilder, and interactive dance lessons planned for audience participation. Further 

programming will be announced at a later date.  

 

Disability Film Festival 

July 25, 2015 

National Museum of American History, Warner Bros. Theater, 1st floor Center 

10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.  – Free, no tickets required 

The museum will screen three films made by or about people with disabilities. Following each 

film, a curator moderates a conversation among the audience members, directors, historians, or 

others connected to the production. First come, first served; captioned, audio described. 

 

Celebration Concert 

July 26, 2015 

Kennedy Center Millennium Stage – North   

6:00 p.m. – Free, no tickets required 

This Millennium Stage concert will close out the Center’s Celebration events with a 

performance by guest artists. Further details to be announced soon.  

 

Jean Kennedy Smith Series: Disability + Culture  

July 26, 2015 

Kennedy Center Concert Hall 

8:00 p.m. - By invitation only 

Celebrating the 25th anniversary of the ADA and the 40th anniversary of VSA, this inaugural 

event will commence the 25/40 Celebration recognizing the history, arts, and cultural 

contributions of people with disabilities to society at the global and national level. The event 

will feature stories and performances by artists with disabilities, celebrating the ADA on the 

exact day it was signed into Congress, 25 years ago.  

This event is by invitation only. This event will be sign interpreted, audio described, and open 

captioned. 

 

 

 



About Education at the Kennedy Center  
The Kennedy Center retains its commitment as the nation’s cultural center to educating and 

enlightening children and adults in Washington and around the country. The Center’s national 

education programs include: Ensuring the Arts for Any Given Child, which works with 16 

communities to develop and implement a long range plan for expanded arts education to ensure 

access and equity for all students in grades K-8; ARTSEDGE, a website that offers standards-

based materials for use in and out of the classroom; Partners in Education, which forges 

relationships between an arts organization and its neighboring school systems to build effective 

arts education programs for teachers and teaching artists; Kennedy Center Alliance for Arts 

Education Network, which works with 30 state organizations on arts education policy issues; 

Explore the Arts, which provides insight into the cultural and historical context of the works 

presented on stage and sparks dialogue between audiences and the artists who have created the 

performances through participatory workshops, demonstrations, panels, master classes, and 

open rehearsals; and the Kennedy Center/Stephen Sondheim Inspirational Teacher Awards, 

which acknowledge teachers of grades K-12 whose efforts have made a significant impact on 

their students. 

        In and around D.C., the Kennedy Center’s programs include Changing Education 

Through the Arts, a program that works with seven schools in the area to affect long-term 

change in school culture through professional learning in arts integration; Professional 

Development Opportunities for Teachers, which trains Washington-area educators to teach the 

arts or other subject areas through the arts; and Washington, D.C. Partnership Schools, where 

the Center provides resources and teaching artist residencies to 20 elementary, junior, and 

senior high schools in Washington, D.C. The Center also mounts more than 100 events and 

performances of theater, music, dance, and opera throughout the season for more than 100,000 

local school-aged children. 

        In addition, the Center offers multiple skill development programs for young artists and 

professionals both locally and nationally, including the National Symphony Orchestra’s Youth 

Fellowship Program, Summer Music Institute, and High School Competition; Washington 

National Opera’s Domingo-Cafritz Young Artist Program, Opera Institute at American 

University, and Kids Create Opera Partnership; the biennial New Visions/ New Voices forum 

for development of new plays for young people; Exploring Ballet with Suzanne Farrell; Betty 

Carter’s Jazz Ahead; VSA’s Playwright Discovery Program, Young Soloists, and Visual Arts 

Programs; arts administration internships; and the Kennedy Center American College Theater 

Festival, which directly impacts thousands of university and college theater students and 

faculty. 

 

About VSA  
Serving the international disability and arts community, VSA provides opportunities for people 

with disabilities, of all ages, across the globe to learn through, participate in and enjoy the arts.  

Founded 40 years ago by Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith, the VSA international network 

supports and offers a wide array of accessible cultural, arts and education programs and 

experiences. Please visit VSA at: kennedy-center.org/education/vsa/.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.kennedy-center.org/education/vsa/


Funding Credits: 
 

Volkswagen Group of America is the presenting sponsor of the 2015 25th ADA/40th VSA 

Anniversary Celebration. 

 

The 2015 25th ADA/40th VSA Anniversary Celebration, a program of Arts Across America, is 

made possible through the extraordinary generosity of the Charles E. Smith Family 

Foundation. 

 

Funding for Access and Accommodation Programs at the Kennedy Center is provided by  

Mike and Julie Connors and the U.S. Department of Education. 

 

The Millennium Stage is brought to you by Target and the J. Willard and Alice S. Marriott 

Foundation. 

 

The Millennium Stage was created and underwritten by James A. Johnson and Maxine Isaacs 

to make the performing arts accessible to everyone in fulfillment of the Kennedy Center's 

mission to its community and the nation. 

 

Additional funding for the Millennium Stage is provided by The Isadore and Bertha Gudelsky 

Family Foundation, Inc., The Meredith Foundation, The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz 

Foundation, Dr. Deborah Rose and Dr. Jan A.J. Stolwijk, U.S. Department of Education, and 

the Millennium Stage Endowment Fund. 

 

The Millennium Stage Endowment Fund was made possible by James A. Johnson and Maxine 

Isaacs, Fannie Mae Foundation, James V. Kimsey, Gilbert† and Jaylee† Mead, Mortgage 

Bankers Association of America and other anonymous gifts to secure the future of the 

Millennium Stage. 

 

Kennedy Center education and related artistic programming is made possible through the 

generosity of the National Committee for the Performing Arts and the President’s Advisory 

Committee on the Arts. 

 

International Programming at the Kennedy Center is made possible through the generosity of 

the Kennedy Center International Committee on the Arts.   
 

The content of this program may have been developed under a grant from the U.S. Department 

of Education, but does not necessarily represent the policy of the U.S. Department of 

Education.  You should not assume endorsement by the federal government. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For more information, please visit the VSA website. 

 

Discover VSA on social media: 

 

             
 

#2540Celebration 

 

# # # 
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